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I. Vocabulary and Usage: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. Tom was consistently and concise, choosing to speak with fewer words than his colleagues.
(A) laconic (B) verbose (C) obsolete (D) fervent

2. The team leader is an extremely student; he inevitably tries to take all the credit for his team’s
victories.
(A) cooperative (B) composed (C) articulate (D) egoistic

3. Telemedicine is expected to many traditional in-person consultations.
(A) propagate (B) comport (C) supersede (D) tyrannize

4. The skin patch was made of a/an membrane to block external toxins.
(A) flexible (B) porous (C) synthetic (D) impermeable

5. The employees joked that their manager was nonplussed; even when they were deriding him in his presence,
he seemed and unbothered.

(A) oblivious (B) pernicious (C) gregarious (D) inept
6. Why don’t you seek out a broader range of opinions and try to this problem from multiple
perspectives before making the final decision?
(A) exfoliate (B) scrutinize (C) monopolize (D) besiege

7. A series of reports on beef and pork containing traces of ractopamine, a leanness-enhancing feed additive, led
to a significant decline in meat sales

(A) precipitously (B) intrinsically (C) fluctuatingly (D) ostensibly
8. Since the early 19" century, the hunt for disease often took over the solicitous attention expected by
the suffering patient.
(A) precedence (B) subservience (C) predicament (D) sagacity
9. Smartphones have become in modern society, seen in the hands of nearly everyone.
(A) tertiary (B) ubiquitous (C) meticulous (D) tenuous
10. Because tuberculosis is a particularly disease, many schools mandate that students be vaccinated to
prevent it from spreading rapidly among the population.
(A) contemptuous (B) contentious (C) virulent (D) dominant

11. In Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), herbs and foods are categorized according to five flavors: sour,
sweet, bitter, and salty.
(A) pungent (B) succulent (C) tepid (D) putrid
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12. In TCM pulse diagnosis, a person’s health condition can be recognized through pulse at the
locations on both wrists corresponding to the organs, heart, lung, liver, spleen and kidney.
(A) palpation (B) palpitation (C) palsy (D) palmistry

11

13. Remaking old movies seems to be all the and increasingly prevalent in Hollywood these days.
(A) rage (B) permeation (C) infiltration (D) outrage

14. Flies breed when temperatures are warm, food is abundant, and humidity is moderate.
(A) skimpily (B) prolifically (C) sporadically (D) ominously

15. Cranberries contain anti- compounds and can help combat urinary tract infections.
(A) inflationary (B) inflammable (C) inflammatory (D) inflectional

II. Grammar and Usage: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

16. It was not until the final analysis the bias introduced during data collection was fully recognized.
(A) did they realize (B) when they realized (C) they realized (D) that they realized
17. all the U.S. Presidents, John Kennedy was the only one to practice the Roman Catholic faith.
(A) From (B) In (C) Despite (D) Of
18. Some pathologists have reached a conclusion a wide variety of factors.
(A) that fatigue results from (B) fatigue results is because
(C) which fatigue results in (D) is that fatigue results form
19. Doctor: What seems to be the problem? Patient: Well, Doctor, for the last two days, I keep any
food down. Every time I try to eat something, I throw up soon.
(A) was not able to (B) were unable to (C) would not be able to (D) have not been able to
20. Never before
(A) such a thing has happened (B) such happened has a thing
(C) has such a thing happened (D) has happened such a thing
21.If 1 the house last year, [ rich now.
(A) bought, am (B) have bought, were
(C) had bought, would be (D) have bought, would have been
22. Many people enjoy going on their shopping trip.

(A) both a big department store, a small boutique

(B) both to a big department store and to a small boutique
(C) both a big department store and a small boutique

(D) both a big department store and to a small boutique

23. The impostor eluded detection for so long because she conducted herself
(A) as though she were a licensed practitioner
(B) as though she was a licensed practitioner
(C) like she was a licensed practitioner
(D) as if she was a practitioner with a license
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24. Stress can lead to insomnia, to fall or stay asleep or waking up much earlier than desired.
(A) an inability (B) that unable (C) disabling (D) enabling
25. Despite being a very competent engineer, in job interviews.

(A) Robin’s nervousness makes her perform poorly
(B) Robin’s poor performance is caused by nerves

(C) Robin is so nervous that she often performs poorly
(D) Robin, being nervous and performing poorly

I11. Cloze Test: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

Passage 1
Mattson, who studies the brains of mice, rats, and humans in his lab at the NIA, _ 26  neurological

benefits of fasting and suggests that the adaptive stress response may be at their foundation. The gist of this
response is that, _ 27  unfavorable environmental conditions such as toxin exposure, extreme heat, or a lack
of readily available fuel, cells in an animal’s body alter gene expressionto 28  proteins that play protective
roles. These proteins make cells more _ 29  the stressor 30  enhancing DNA repair or by stabilizing
proteins’ 3-D conformations, among other mechanisms. In the brain, the adaptive stress response can strengthen

neuronal networks and enhance neural plasticity.

26. (A) identify (B) identifying (C) has identified (D) has been identified
27. (A) with (B) in (C) over (D) under

28. (A) catch on (B) crack down (C) rule out (D) crank out

29. (A) resistant to (B) persistent to (C) insistent on (D) consistent to

30. (A) during (B) on (C) through (D) within

Passage 2

Antibiotics are powerful medication for humans to treat infection by destroying gut bacteria. _ 31  is the
case with mankind, the microbiome of mosquitoes which suck blood containing bacteria inevitably makes these
mosquitoes _ 32  to malaria parasites, which may easily reside in them and spread the deadly disease. A study
published in the journal Nature Exploration has revealed this fact. Researchers had some mosquitoes suck blood
33 the malaria parasite as well as antibiotics. It turned out that these mosquitoes were more inclined to carry
the parasite compared with the control group. Meanwhile, antibiotics also benefit them — extending their life span
and making them produce more offspring. _ 34 , these antibiotics that we take for granted act as a catalyst for
the mosquitoes to become a vector. The research result indeed is worth contemplating in treating patients in
countries where the __35  of contagious disease is high. After all, we will never want the mosquito to become

a super insect.
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31.(A) It (B) What (C) As (D) Like

32. (A) prior (B) inferior (C) native (D) prone

33. (A) laced with (B) plucked into (C) swarming into (D) gnawing on

34. (A) By and large (B) By no means (C) By all means (D) On the one hand
35. (A) transmittance (B) prevalence (C) maintenance (D) population

IV. Reading Comprehension: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Article 1
Infants are born as scientists, constantly interacting with and questioning the world around them. However,

as any good scientist knows, simply making observations is not sufficient; a large part of learning is dependent
on being able to communicate ideas, observations, and feelings with others. Though most infants do not produce
discernible words until around age one or one-and-a-half, they begin gaining proficiency in their native languages
long before that. In fact, many linguists agree that a newborn baby’s brain is already pre-programmed for language
acquisition, meaning that it’s as natural for a baby to talk as it is for a dog to dig.

According to psycholinguist Anne Cutler, an infant’s language acquisition actually begins well before birth.
At only one day old, newborns have demonstrated the ability to recognize the voices and rhythms heard during
their last trimester in the muffled confines of the womb. In general, infants are more likely to attend to a specific
voice stream if they perceive it as more familiar than other streams. Newborns tend to be especially partial to
their mother’s voice and her native language, as opposed to another woman or another language. For example,
when an infant is presented with a voice stream spoken by his mother and a background stream delivered by an
unfamiliar voice, he will effortlessly attend to his mother while ignoring the background stream. Therefore, by
using these simple yet important cues, and others like them, infants can easily learn the essential characteristics
and rules of their native language.

However, it is important to note that an infant’s ability to learn from the nuances of her mother’s speech is
predicated upon her ability to separate that speech from the sounds of the dishwasher, the family dog, the bus
stopping on the street outside, and, quite possibly, other streams of speech, like a newscaster on the television
down the hall or siblings playing in an adjacent room. Infants are better able to accomplish this task when the
voice of interest is louder than any of the competing background noises. Conversely, when two voices are of
equal amplitude, infants typically demonstrate little preference for one stream over the other. Researchers have
hypothesized that because an infant’s ability to selectively pay attention to one voice or sound, even in a mix of
others, has not fully developed yet, the infant is actually interpreting competing voice streams that are equally
loud as one single stream with unfamiliar patterns and sounds.

During the first few months after birth, infants will subconsciously study the language being used around
them, taking note of the rhythmic patterns, the sequences of sounds, and the intonation of the language. Newborns

will also start to actively process how things like differences in pitch or accented syllables further affect meaning.
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Interestingly, up until six months of age, they can still recognize and discriminate between the phonemes (single

units of sound in a language like “ba” or “pa”) of other languages. Though infants do display a preference for the
language they heard in utero, most infants are not biased towards the specific phonemes of that language.

This ability to recognize and discriminate between all phonemes comes to an end by the middle of their first
year, at which point infants start displaying a preference for phonemes in their native language, culminating at
age one, when they stop responding to foreign phonemes altogether. This is part of what is known as the “critical
period,” which begins at birth and lasts until puberty. During this period, as the brain continues to grow and

change, language acquisition is instinctual, explaining why young children seem to pick up languages so easily.

36. The primary purpose of the article is to
(A) present the background of a recent medical discovery
(B) trace the history of a scientific inquiry
(C) explain the research that led to a new breakthrough
(D) describe an aspect of early childhood development

37. The main purpose of the article’s third paragraph is to
(A) illustrate how distinct speech streams increase the speed of language acquisition
(B) discuss the mechanism by which louder volumes of speech impede language acquisition

(C) explain the role of the relative volumes of sounds on an infant’s ability to learn to process language

(D) provide scientific data that measure the improvement in language acquisition as the volume of the
speech stream increases

38. According to the article, children begin to learn the rhythms, pitches, and accents of speech
(A) after puberty (B) in the first few months after birth
(C) after the middle of the first year (D) at around one year of age
39.The article most strongly suggests that a mother who wants to assist her infant in language acquisition
should
(A) preclude her infant from exposure to as many spoken languages as possible
(B) use short words composed of the basic phonemes of her native language
(C) be sure her voice is louder than other background noises
(D) use as large a vocabulary as possible when speaking to her child

40.The most likely purpose of the discussion of phonemes in the article is to
(A) identify important stages in the process of language acquisition in children
(B) emphasize the importance of children acquiring only one language at a time

(C) show how children gradually build larger words from the primary sounds around them
(D) illustrate the importance of volume in the language acquisition of children

#5334
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Article 2
Smart healthcare integrates advanced technologies like the Internet of Things (IoT), big data, cloud

computing, artificial intelligence (Al), and mobile devices to transform conventional medicine into a more
efficient, personalized, and interactive system. Originating from IBM's 'Smart Planet' concept, smart healthcare
employs digital tools, wearable devices, and clinical decision-support systems to connect healthcare providers,
patients, and medical institutions dynamically.

Al-powered tools, including surgical robots and virtual assistants like IBM Watson, have demonstrated
enhanced diagnostic accuracy and personalized treatment planning in various medical fields, notably oncology
and chronic disease management. Moreover, smart wearable devices facilitate continuous health monitoring,
enabling real-time interventions and improving self-management among patients. Smart home technologies
further extend healthcare beyond traditional settings, especially benefiting elderly and disabled populations by
automating home care and health monitoring.

Despite significant advancements, challenges persist, such as lack of standardized technology frameworks,
data-sharing limitations, privacy concerns, and technical immaturity of specific systems. To overcome these
obstacles, unified technical standards have been proposed, big-data analytic capacities have been enhanced,
device compatibility improved, and patient privacy has been safeguarded through robust regulation and
blockchain technology.

The future of smart healthcare holds promise for personalized medicine, improved patient experiences,
reduced healthcare costs, efficient hospital management, and streamlined drug research and clinical trials.
However, realizing these potentials requires continued technological innovation and cooperation among patients,
healthcare professionals, technology developers, and policymakers. Therefore, sustained collaborative efforts
across technology sectors, healthcare providers, and legislative bodies will be crucial for achieving worldwide

secure, effective, and equitable implementation of smart healthcare solutions.

41. What is the primary purpose of the article?
(A) To critique traditional healthcare models

(B) To introduce smart healthcare and discuss its applications and challenges
(C) To promote wearable devices for fitness tracking

(D) To highlight problems in hospital management

42. According to the article, IBM Watson is primarily used for
(A) performing surgeries (B) hospital administration
(C) clinical decision support (D) health insurance management

43. The phrase “robust regulation” is closest in meaning to .
(A) weak control (B) strong guidelines
(C) increased technology investment (D) reduced standards
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44. The article implies that smart wearable devices primarily help patients by

(A) embellishing hospital visits (B) allowing automated surgical procedures
(C) enabling continuous health monitoring (D) reducing hospital administrative tasks

45. Which inference about smart healthcare can be drawn from the article?
(A) It will completely replace human doctors.

(B) It currently faces no technical difficulties.
(C) Its success depends significantly on cross-sector collaboration.
(D) It is only applicable to wealthy patients.

Article 3
The Ministry of Labor (MOL) will implement measures before July to meet the increased demand for migrant

caregivers following new legislation promulgated in January, Minister of Labor Hung Sun-han told legislators
today.

It is estimated that the amendments will render an additional 530,000 Taiwanese eligible to hire migrant
caregivers, Hung said, adding that 100,000 are expected to apply for care under the new law.

At the end of last year, the Legislative Yuan passed an amendment to the Employment Service Act, allowing
people aged 80 and older to bypass Barthel Index-based health evaluations. The Barthel Index is a widely used
tool in Taiwan to assess a person’s ability to perform daily activities in clinical practice and research.

The revision to Article 46 of the act also extended the waiver to people aged 70 to 79 with Stage II or more
advanced cancer, while regulations for recipients with indigenous status will be jointly established by the Ministry
of Health and Welfare (MOHW) and the Council of Indigenous Peoples.

The president promulgated the amendment on Jan. 28. However, MOL has yet to release measures to meet
the increased demand for caregivers, drawing criticism from lawmakers who accuse it of “obstructing” the new
bill and being “idle.”

Hung explained the administrative delay, stating that on Jan. 17, MOL and MOHW held discussions to ensure
that adequate care remains accessible for the families most in need.

Families with critically ill members report that migrant caregivers prefer to take “easier jobs” over “harder
jobs.” As a result, the MOL is working to establish a dual-track application system to ensure that those most in
need retain priority access to caregivers, he said.

Furthermore, once the dual-track system is in place, nursing homes and care facilities for the elderly will
experience increased labor demands. To address this, MOL must secure funding, hire additional workers, and
provide training, all of which will take several months, he added.

The ministry must also negotiate with four source countries on how to increase migration, implement new
overseas training programs, and adjust associated regulations, he noted.

The MOL hopes to complete these tasks within six months, he said.
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The ministry is not stalling, but if these adjustments are not implemented correctly, they could have
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devastating effects on the hiring market, he added.

46. What is the primary reason for the Ministry of Labor's new measures?
(A) To increase wages for migrant caregivers
(B) To meet the increased demand for migrant caregivers
(C) To restrict the hiring of foreign caregivers
(D) To promote domestic caregiving services
47. What is the Barthel Index used for?
(A) Measuring a country’s economic growth
(B) Assessing an individual’s ability to perform daily activities
(C) Determining a person’s eligibility for government subsidies
(D) Evaluating the quality of migrant caregivers
48. According to the article, which group is now allowed to bypass Barthel Index-based health evaluations?
(A) People aged 70 and older (B) People aged 80 and older
(C) Individuals with cancer (D) Indigenous caregivers
49. Why has the Ministry of Labor faced criticism from lawmakers?
(A) For reducing the number of available caregivers
(B) For prioritizing foreign workers over domestic workers
(C) For delaying the implementation of necessary measures

(D) For refusing to negotiate with other countries

50. What is one of the main challenges in hiring migrant caregivers according to the article?
(A) A shortage of available job positions

(B) Caregivers preferring easier jobs over harder ones
(C) The lack of funding for healthcare in private sectors

(D) A decrease in the number of migrant workers entering Taiwan
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"All the rage" is a common idiom meaning something that is very popular or
trendy. The other options do not fit idiomatically or contextually. BERE X
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“Under unfavorable conditions" is the correct idiomatic expression, meaning
"in the context of" or "when experiencing" such conditions.

Why (in) sounds almost okay—but isn't quite right:

"In" can sometimes be used with "conditions" (e.g., in cold weather, in poor
lighting), so at first glance, it might sound acceptable. However, in this BFERE
27 context, we're talking about the effect of being subjected to or experiencing (D)
unfavorable conditions. That’s where “under” is the more idiomatic and
precise preposition.
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As is the case with mankind, ... "As is the case with mankind" is a standard
expression meaning "in the same way as it is with humans."
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